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WEWANTED SOMETHING ECLECTIC AND PERSONAL ~
1o go out of our comfont zone by not having a monotone,
minimalist space.” say the owners of this kaxunious four-
bedroom apartment, ot a sought-after address in New
York City. Splitting their time between the United States
and thelr residences alvoad, the Kuwaiti family trusted
intenordesigner Kevin Isbell to trandate theirvision into
reality, capitalising on a knack for deftly cambining bold
colour, rich textures and vintage furnishings In addition
1o creating something unique, the brief included reflect -
ing an Amenican perspect ive through the design. The re-
sult hasclearly exceoded theirexpectations

“My client’s only demands were that | push nyselfcre-
tively to deliver samething magical” says kbell “1 em-
bellished every inch of the home with lacquer finishes,
hand-painted papers and tufted sdk carpets This rough
d d was polished into a sh g acre overbok-
ing Central Park™ The spectacular location played ama-
Jeor rde in the selection of dlevated furnish ings and finish -
e Adorning the walls in gold silk upholstery and light
blue Venetian plaster, for example, was something that
the owners discusedwith Lbell from the beginning em-
phassingout-of-the-box thinking

The drama begins in the entry hall with pale liac-lac-
quered walks, painstalingly applied by U Soyder Studio
A raw plaster lamp from Blackman Cruz, a Ghest table by
Zhipeng Tan and the commissionsd wall sculpt ure by the
artist Cardlina Sardi - which adds movement and shad-
ows - complement the space. Lbell's top pick, however, is
the hanging mouth-blown Cloud light by Pans-based ant-
st Jeremy Maxwell Wintrebent

“Through the power of social media, we were able to
follow slong with every step of their productions fram his
gass blowing studio in France,” Ishel suys “When they fi-
nally amived stateside, # was as f | was being reunited
withanoldfriend”

The kving room is filled with phush textures Walks up-
holstered in Rubelli bronze sating custom sk carpets
fram Studio Four NYC; sikk velvet fabrics from Loro Pi-
anx and hand-woven mohair fram Chapes Textiles
Among the homeowners’ {avourite pleces are the crescent
shaped sofs, which offers a prime viewing spot, and aka-
leddascopic straw marquetry cabinet by Alexander La-
mont. “This piece inftially scared her the most but now,
she loves it and understands how it sets the tone for the
entire space " adds Lsbell
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The interior designer used art - much of #t curated by
Cynthia Byrnes Cantemporary Art - (o honar his cients”
ongins “The client was drawn to the Paul Michad] Graves
ol minting hanging over the sofa in the Iving room be-
cause fl was reminsoent of Arabic ketlering whereasoth-
er pleces were sourced directly fram galleries in the Mid-
die East. " he says

A Sarks Hanubashian canwas, for example, hangs in
the dining roam, which is fumished with a bespoke table
from Hellman Chang and a striking Giopato & Coombes
chandelier, fmhioned from mouth-Hown frasted glass
orbs. “This home is a sophisticated, colourful jewe ] bex for
entertaining " says Isbell “Brery surface anddetail isspe-
clal and was painstalingly crafled *

The noody study highlights the gentlenun of the
house’s passion for falconry. *1 filled it with vintage books
on the sport, especially as it pertains to the Middle Ext”
Ibell explains A gaden striped wallpaper wraps the
room in subtlesophistication, while a teal lvoguered cock-
tad] table adds a pop of vibrancy. Its typical of the design-
er'’s opulent visual signature

“When we first walked in, it was as f we were bving in
the Museum of Modern Art” the owners recall. “Every
piece has a story o tell that's what we call a happy jour-
ney. We are so thrillled with the result It is far more than
weever dreamed "3 kev mishell com
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